By BEN BULKELEY

Staff. erter

- On. Wednesday, at the*last"_
Sullivan” ‘County delegation’ -
meeting before:ithe : November‘_

electlons Claremont Clty‘
Coumeil

m Newport member Jeff

G o f
addressed the board concernmgf”'

delegation ‘chair ‘Peter
Franklin’s; D-Newport, mlleage;

r elmbursement

“Rep. Franklin” h'as recelved

a total'of;$21,063 in  the last

two’ years hird h1ghest in the.

state,”'said Goff, in a prepared
statement.’ “Rep ‘Franklin has

422 total rips to Concord, sec-
ond hlghest in the entire legls-

lature, mozxe . ‘than' thatof "the
speaker of “the” House, the
majority leader:of the House
and the chair 6f the House
Fmance Commlttee 2

: ' g1
latlve Accountmg Office,
Franklin was third in mlleage
reimbursement behind William
Hatch, who was reimbursed for
$23, 370 from 2007 to 2008, and
Robert Theberge who recelved

$21,785 in mileagé reimbirse-
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«-;Boi:h atch and Theberge

-are fromiCoos' County in the far
:north

~“Rep. Frankhn is: no‘c @ mem-

,ber of the party leadership in
“Concord,” said Goff. “He is not. a
: chalrperson.}of ‘a_ major commit-

tee ‘and.isnet recognized as a

:_:dlstmg'ulshed member of the

legislature. - ;
“This - begs the .- questmn
_‘What in the WO

CTf you " “subtract Weekends
holidays, and two days per
month, Rep..Fy in has gone
to: Concor :almostievery day of
the:‘ ar” sald Goff

Ly
'as.a Whole has been well docu—
mented,” said Goff. “But now:
my opposition“has now turned
to outright bewilderment and
disgust.over a single issue.”
Goff said that the average
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amount in re1mbursements
paid to Sullivan Courity repre-
sentatives, mnot including

Franklin, was $6,302, for an’

average:of 86 trips:in 2007, and

81 trips i 1n 2008. :
o 4L find this nothlng more
‘than .an‘obscene abuse of: the:

system. Rep. Franklin voted for
an increase in the mileage
reimbursement earlier -this

year, now'l completely under- .
:‘Jstate
"$8,482, which is the amount

stand Why,” said "Goff. “He- saw
dollar signs on ‘his odometer.”
Currently, there are. two

.cent per mile federal
‘728" and-a ‘halficen per: m11e

:‘Frankhn used.

rates for mlleage relmburse-
ment, including 50 .and-a half
‘rate, and

state relmbursement ate
At was: unknown i

““Ag-a.gesturetto 1nd1cate that
he indeed did not abuse the

‘systém for his financial “gain,
today I “would: like. .
JLranklin ..to relmburse the

Rep.
of New Hampshlre

his total exceeds that of the

second highest in Sullivan
County (Jay Phinizy, $12,581),”
said Goff. “After all, isn’t this
something Rep. Franklin
would suggest if the.roles were
reversed?’ A

Goff asked .Franklin if he

had an explanation.for all of

the trips to Concord.

{If you're expecting informa-
tion, I will not speak without
any preparation,” said
Franklin. “I will let you know
when I have prepared a state-
ment.”

Goff said that Franklin
accounted for 22 percent of the
total amount of money paid to
the 13 members ‘of the delega-
tion in mileage reimburse-
ment.

“As a matter of fact, counting
this as a part time job, this
practice has paid him over $25
an hour,” said Goff. “Not bad
pay for volunteer work.”

Ben ..Bulkeley can be
reached at (603) 543-3100
ext. 105, or by e-mdail at
bbulkeley@eagletimes.com
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